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California Department of Food and Agriculture Organic Program 

Instructions for New or Amended Organic Registrations 
 

APPLICANTS RESPONSIBILITY 

All new registrations and registration amendments may be completed online at: https://organic.cdfa.ca.gov/ 
 
It is the applicants responsibility to provide the most current complete information about your organic operation. It is 
the registrant’s responsibility to ensure current and accurate information is on file with the State Organic Program at all 
times and the CDFA is not responsible for any extra fees paid due to incorrect information provided by the applicant.  
 
Failure to complete the renewal accurately and completely may result in the renewal being returned for proper 
completion, thus delaying the validation of your registration.  

 
California has two State Organic Programs, one under the California Department of Food and Agriculture and the 
other under the California Department of Public Health. 
 
Who needs to be registered with the California Department of Food and Agriculture State Organic Program? 

Every person engaged in this state in the production or handling of raw agricultural products sold as organic, and 
retailers that are engaged in the production of products sold as organic, and retailers that are engaged in the processing, 
as defined by the NOP, of products sold as organic, shall register with the agricultural commissioner in the county of 
principal operation prior to the first sale of the product. Any organic processor not required to register with the California 
Department of Public Health must register with the California Department of Food and Agriculture.  Each registrant must 
annually renew the registration unless no longer engaged in the activities requiring the registration. Each registrant shall 
provide a complete copy of its registration to the county agricultural commissioner in any county in which the registrant 
operates. Section 46013.1. (a) California Food and Agriculture Code 
 
CDFA registers all dairy products and minimally processed meats sold in an unfrozen state, including cut, wrapped, and 
unseasoned only. Also, any processor not covered by the California Department of Public Health shall register with the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture. 
 
Who needs to be registered with the California Department of Public Health State Organic Program? 

Every person engaged in this state in the processing or handling of processed products pursuant to Section 110460 of the 
Health and Safety Code, and pet food pursuant to Section 18653, and cosmetics pursuant to Section 111795 of the Health 
and Safety Code, including processors of alcoholic beverages, shall register with the California Department of Public 
Health. 
 
Note: Processing is defined as: Cooking, baking, curing, heating, drying, mixing, grinding, churning, separating, 
extracting, slaughtering, cutting, fermenting, distilling, eviscerating, preserving, dehydrating, freezing, chilling, or 
otherwise manufacturing and includes the packaging, canning, jarring, or otherwise enclosing food in a container. If your 
operation fits any of these descriptions you must register with California Department of Public Health. 
 
What changes to my registration require an “Amendment”? 

An Amendment is required when an operation has one or more of the following changes to their registration: Addition 
of new facilities or growing locations, change of ownership, addition of production acreage, or a change/addition of 
operation type(s).  In addition, Title 3, California Code of Regulations §1391.4 mandates that, “A registrant shall notify 
the Department of any change in the information reported on the registration form within 14 days or prior to the sale of 
additional product, and shall pay any additional fee owed if that change results in a higher fee owed than previously 
paid. 

https://organic.cdfa.ca.gov/�
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Registering or Amending a Registration with the CDFA State Organic Program 

1. Complete the forms required for all registrations, Form #1 – 3. 
 
2. Complete all the required forms for your operation type(s). 
 
3. Submit forms along with the appropriate registration fee to your County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office. 

 
Forms for All Registrations 

All operations must complete Form #1 - 3. 
 
1. Form #1 – Registration Form (ORG 100-RF) 

 
2. Form #2 – Site Profile (ORG 100-SP) 
 
3. Form #3 – Substance List (ORG 100-SL) (Only required if not certified and not anticipating certification) 

 
Forms by Operation Type 

In addition to the “All Registration Forms” all operations must complete and submit the forms required for their 
operation’s type(s): 
 
Organic Producers - Agricultural production is defined as the entity that engages in the business of growing or producing 
organic food, feed, or fiber. Based upon your operation type, you are required to complete the following forms.  
 
1. Producer Form #1, Production Questions (ORG 100-PQ) 
 
2. Producer Form #2, Production Record (ORG 100-PR) 
 
Organic Handlers - A Handler is defined as any person or entity that packs, repacks, labels, sorts, stores (for longer than 
2 weeks) or otherwise handles, including commission merchants/ brokers, any organic product that is outside the 
jurisdiction of the California Department of Public Health. 
 
1. Handler Form #1, Handling Questions (ORG 100-HQ) 
 
2. Handler Form #2, Handling Record (ORG 100-HR) (Not required if registrant is a commission merchant/broker or 
does not take possession(ownership) of the organic products) 
 
Organic Processors - CDFA registers all dairy products and minimally processed meats sold in an unfrozen state, 
including cut, wrapped, and unseasoned only. Also, any processor not covered by the California Department of Public 
Health shall register with the California Department of Food and Agriculture. 
 
1. Processor Form #1, Processing Questions (ORG 100-PRQ) 
 
2. Processor Form #2, Processing Record (ORG 100-PRR) (Not required if registrant does not take 
possession(ownership) of the organic products) 
 
Organic Retailers – A Retailer is defined as a store that relabels or processes organic products on site. (i.e. In store deli 
making organic sandwiches or repacking and using store label on product).  
 
1. Only required to complete and submit Forms #1 - 3. No additional forms necessary. 


